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Agenda
Time Title Speakers 

09:00 - 12:00 Morning plenary session

09:00 ï9:30 Event Registration

09:30ï09:45 Opening remarks

Ugur Kaya (Project Coordinator, Senior Scientist, VTT)

Davide Delaiti (Project Officer, European Research

Executive Agency, European Commission)

09:45ï10:00 Keynote - Scaling Circular Solutions: From Research to Market Uptake
Lucie Blondel (Policy Officer, DG Research & Innovation,

European Commission)

10:00-10:40 Stakeholder engagement for real-world impact: collaboration models and lessons learned

10:40-10:55 Coffee break

10:55-11:40 Enabling conditions for circular economy

11:40-12:00 Spotlight on key value chains & Morning plenary session wrap-up

Plastics: Christian Lindfors (VTT)

Battery: Fride Vullum-Bruer (SINTEF)

Bioeconomy: Riina Kärki (MTK)

12:00-13:00 Lunch break

15:15-16:00 Afternoon plenary session: Best practices for engaging citizens in Circular Economy  

15:15-15:25
Circular economy learning for diverse audiences: online training in three cities Kaisa Sibelius (Project manager, Forum Virium Helsinki)

15:25-15:35 Local fix and repair workshop formats Anna G. Szamosi (Fredrikstad Municipality)

15:35-15:45 Reuse and toy swap Teele Joost (Tallinn City)

15:45-16:00 Conference wrap-up Ugur Kaya (VTT)
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Morning plenary session 
(9:30-12:00)
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Opening remarks (9:30 -9:45) 
Ugur Kaya (Project Coordinator, Project Manager & Senior 
Scientist, VTT)

Davide Delaiti (Project Officer, European Research Executive 
Agency, European Commission)
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Facts & figures

Start 01.06.2022

Duration 4 years

Total budget 9,9 Mú

Partners 15 partners + 1 AE

Coordinator VTT

Special about 

TREASoURcE

CCRI project



Project Objectives
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TREASoURcE aims to initiate systemic change by 

developing technologies and systemic circular economy 

solutions in cities and regions for currently underutilised

or unused plastic waste, end -of-life electric vehicle 

batteries and bio -based waste and side streams. 

Implementing these solutions together with companies, 

societies (including citizens, consumers, communities 

and regional actors) and experts in the field is expected 

to significantly increase product and material circulation 

in the Nordic and Baltic Sea Regions.

Systemic CE solutions
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Objectives of the Day

Á Bridge between research, policy and market actors 
to emphasize collaboration and scaling to support 
future circular economy transitions across Europe.

Á Cross-cutting themes (research, digitalisation, 
business models, market, stakeholder engagement 
and cooperation).

Á Policy, project pitches, roundtable discussions on 
enabling conditions for circularity.

Á Exploring the value-chain specific challenges, 
solutions, assessments.

Á Citizen engagement practices showcasing replicable 
models from multiple cities.



CCRI Keynote - Scaling Circular 
Solutions: From Research to 
Market Uptake (9:45 -10:00)
Lucie Blondel (Policy Officer, DG Research & Innovation, 
European Commission)
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Circular Cities and 

Regions Initiative (CCRI)

Scaling Circular Solutions

Lucie Blondel ïEuropean Commission,   

DG Research and Innovation, Policy Officer

TREASoURcE Final Conference ï14 April 2026



Setting the scene: Why this matters now

ÅFrom circular ambition to economic necessity

ÅCircular economy is no longer only environmentalŸ now central to EU 

competitiveness, resilience & strategic autonomy

ÅShift underway:

ÅFrom pilot projects Ÿ deployment at scale

ÅFrom waste management Ÿ industrial transformation

Key challenge remains = how do we move from innovation to real market uptake?



Circularity at the heart of EU policy agenda

ÅA stronger EU push for scaling circularity:

ÅFrom green transition (environmental/resource focus) Ÿ to 

industrial transformation (competitiveness, economic 

prosperity & resilience focus).

ÅFocus on systemic integration, scaling, investment , and 

empowerment of the full ecosystem (incl. industries/SMEs).

ÅPersistent barriers: Investment risks, regulatory misalignment 

capacity gaps (incl. in cities & regions)

ÅKey challenge =implementation on the ground Ÿ where CCRI 

comes in
Scan for full EU policy 

information

BE MORE SPECIFIC HERE ON WHAT WILL COME 

WITH CE ACT ïfocus on single market for secondary 

materials



Horizon Europe & circular economy
From research funding to deployment support

Horizon Europe (2021ï2027): 

Å Strong support to circular value chains & systemic innovation

Å CCRI as a flagship for territorial implementation 

2026ï2027: 

Å New CCRI-related calls (deployment, replication, investment 

readiness) 

ÅMore focus on scaling & market uptake

Beyond 2027: 

Å Stronger link to European Competitiveness Fund

Å Increased focus on industrial deployment

ADD HERE MORE INFO ON OPPORTUNITIES TO COME THROUGH CCRI_RELATED CALLS FOR 

PROJECTS 

Get ready for Horizon Europe 2026ï2027: New CCRI-related topics and Info Days announced | Circular 

Cities and Regions Initiative

More information about 

CCRI-related calls

https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/news/get-ready-horizon-europe-2026-2027-new-ccri-related-topics-and-info-days-announced
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/news/get-ready-horizon-europe-2026-2027-new-ccri-related-topics-and-info-days-announced
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/news/get-ready-horizon-europe-2026-2027-new-ccri-related-topics-and-info-days-announced
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/news/get-ready-horizon-europe-2026-2027-new-ccri-related-topics-and-info-days-announced
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/news/get-ready-horizon-europe-2026-2027-new-ccri-related-topics-and-info-days-announced
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/news/get-ready-horizon-europe-2026-2027-new-ccri-related-topics-and-info-days-announced


An innovative 

collaboration 

and support 

scheme of the 

European 

Commission

What is the Circular Cities and Regions Initiative 
(CCRI in short)

Part of the 

EU Circular 

Economy Action 

Plan 2020

ú280M+ supporting 

implementation

Focus on 

systemic, cross -

sector circular 

solutions in 

cities & regions



Cities and regions as engines of circular transformation

ÅManage key systems: buildings, mobility, waste, water, food 

ÅClose to: citizens, SMEs & local value chains 

ÅIdeal scale to: test, adapt, and scale circular solutions

CCRI = bridge between innovation and real -world deployment

Why cities and regions = living labs



CCRI Phase I ïKey achievements

Discover the CCRI Map 

From concept to a European ecosystem

Å 140+ cities and regions engaged... and as many pilot 

demonstrations across value chains

Å 300+ organisations involved 

More importantly, CCRI has enabled:

Å Testing of systemic solutions in real conditions

Å Development of replicable business and governance 

models

Å Creation of a European community of practice

REPHRASE AS NBER OF PILOTS ALREADY TESTED AND 

SUPPORTED BY CCRI (BY SECRETARIAT OR THROUGH 

HORIZON FUNDED PROJECTS)



What has been demonstrated in practice?

1. Circular construction

ÅIn Uppsala : marketplace for reused construction 

materials 

ÅIn Flanders : circular public buildings (Zoersel

library) 

2. Packaging & plastics

ÅIn Munich : reusable packaging systems across 

sectors 

ÅProjects like Frontsh1p

Types of solutions tested

3. Bioeconomy & nutrients

ÅIn Podravje : bio-based fertilisers from 

waste streams 

ÅIn Gothenburg : nutrient recovery systems 

4. Industrial regeneration

ÅIn Roubaix : low-tech reuse of industrial 

buildings

These are ready -to-replicate models, 

not just pilots

Read 

Pilot Solution 

Booklets



CCRI demonstration projects bring substance to 

CCRI. 

For instance, TREASoURcE project: 

ÅDemonstrates three circular value chains in real 

regions

ÅCombines: technology, governance & stakeholder 

engagement 

ÅShows how to move from R&I Ÿ implementation Ÿ 

replication

TREASoURcE as a flagship example

Discover the CCRI 

Project Portfolio Analysis



ÅTechnology is not the main barrier: governance, business models, and 

collaboration are 

ÅScaling requires systemic thinking: value chains, policies, and 

stakeholders must align 

ÅInvestment readiness is critical: projects need to become investment-

ready, not just innovative 

ÅCapacity gaps are real: not all cities/regions start from the same level 

ÅPeer learning works: cities/regions learn best from peers

Key lessons learned from phase I



Based on CCRI experience:

ÅNeed for a true single market for secondary materials

ÅStronger demand -side measures (public procurement, 

standards) 

ÅBetter alignment of regulation across value chains

ÅSupport for local implementation capacity

ÅDe-risking investment in circular solutions 

CCRI provides evidence from the ground to inform EU 

policy

Policy recommendations (link to CE Act)

Read the CCRI 

Policy recommendations



CCRI supports cities and regions through:

ÅKnowledge: methodologies, tools, solution 

catalogues 

ÅCommunity: peer learning, twinning, 

communities of practice 

ÅProject support: technical + financial 

advisory (incl. EIBôs C3) 

What CCRI offers

EXCHANGE

KNOWLEDGE

(

Use the CCRI Compass

SUPPORT



Supporting you at every step of the Circular Journey

Circular Project 

Advisory

(EIB ïCCRI Partner)

Project development 

assistance (CCRI PDA 

Projects)

Circular City Advisory

(EIB ïCCRI Partner)Mentoring 

programme

Support pathways

(CCRI Office)

Twinning programme

Communities of 

practice

(CCRI Office)

Peer 

learning & 

Grouped 

support

Preliminary 

assessment 

& 

diagnostic

Tailored 

technical

advisory

Advanced 

financial 

advisory

INCLUDE HERE NOVELTIES AND STRONGER FOCUSES = 

MORE PEER LEARNING AND STUDY VISITS, BUT ALSO MORE 

MATCHMAKING WITH NEW INVESTOR NETWORK TO LINK 

SOLUTIONS WITH POTENTIAL INVESTORS = BOOST MARKET 

UPTAKE. (see intro parts of: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/tender-

details/docs/58fa7bec-4c7f-4067-97be-640d7585979f-

CN/Annex%20I%20to%20ITT%20-

%20Tender%20specifications%20-

Technical%20specifications_V3.pdf)



Where CCRI is going next

ÅSupport for replication and scale -up of proven solutions

ÅProvide tiered / more differentiated support (according to maturity levels) 

ÅStrengthen links with other key priorities (raw materials, climate, and 

digitalization)

ÅStrengthen Improve investment readiness (matchmaking with investors and 

project pipelines)

ÅEnsure widening participation

Phase II priorities



Phase II will strengthen:

ÅPeer learning & study visits

ÅCreation of an investor network , and matchmaking with investors 

ÅStronger focus on: market uptake, replication, investment readiness

Clear shift: from experimentation Ÿ scaling and financing

Phase II novelties



Why this matters for cities, industry, and projects

ÅFor cities & regions: faster implementation through peer learning and tailor support

ÅFor industry & SMEs: great opportunities for real-life testing and market validation

ÅFor EU-funded (CCRI) projects like TREASoURcE: clustering, cooperation, and 

scaling opportunities

CCRI helps: cities learn faster, companies test faster, and projects scale faster 

What this means for you



ÅThere is no shortage of circular innovations in Europe, the challenge is 

scaling circular solutions

ÅCCRI is about: connecting innovation, territories, and investment

ÅAnd CCRI projects - like TREASoURcE - show this transition is already 

happening!

Closing message



https://circular-cities-and-regions.eu/

helpdesk@circular-cities-and-regions.eu

@EUScienceInnov

EU Science & Innovation

Circular Cities and Regions Initiative (CCRI)



Stakeholder engagement for real -
world impact: collaboration models 
and lessons learned (10:00 -10:40)
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TREASoURcE project
Jan Bakke, Project Manager, County authority of Østfold
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TREASoURcE stakeholder engagement 
practices for collaboration, innovation and 
just transition to CE

How can we instill understanding 
and motivation for the benefits of 
CE?

How can we increase stakeholder 
capacity to implement CE?

How can we learn from 
stakeholders motivations and 
achieve just transition to CE?

Main target groups

ÅCitizens and communities

ÅDecision makers

ÅProcurers

ÅBusinesses and industry

ÅEvent organizers and funders



How can we mainstream circular
economy with limited resources ?

ÅUse trusted and established
arenas

ÅCo-creation and collaboration 
builds trust and legitimacy, ensures 
shared workload and stronger 
reach for communication

ÅCreate flexible and reusable
materials 

30



Lessons for regular and inclusive citizen
engagement in CE  

ÅFocus on practical, active
participation

ÅOffer opportunities to 
learn, both supervised 
and peer to peer-learning 

ÅCreative concepts

31



Lessons on communication for regular 
and inclusive citizen engagement

ÅFocus on concrete benefits
for target groups involved

ÅUse visual communication and 
storytelling to reduce barriers

ÅAdapt material and formats to 
local conditions and challenges

32



Municipal roles and motivations

ÅPolitical decisions and plans give 
legitimacy and motivation 
for municipalities engagement 

ÅPublic procurement - an important tool 
for strengthening the market for CE 
solutions 

ÅJoint initiatives with formal engagement 
structures and connecting procurement 
to other CE policies vital for wider
implementation

33



New collaboration models and action 
patterns established ï
how can we extend the impact ?

Å22 CE-practices for citizens and communities

Å20 CE-smart procurement checklists

Å10 CE-strategies for events

ÅDiverse CE-training models for all age groups

ÅIndustry engagement workshop concepts for 
handling bottlenecks in value chain

34



Thank you for your attention
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www.treasource.eu  

info@treasource.eu

X | TREASoURcE_eu  

LinkedIn | TREASoURcE

Home - Replication Handbook

Publications - TREASoURcE

Contact: janbakke@ofk.no

http://www.treasource.eu/
mailto:info@treasource.eu
https://handbook.treasource.eu/
https://handbook.treasource.eu/
https://handbook.treasource.eu/
https://handbook.treasource.eu/
https://treasource.eu/publications/#procurement
https://treasource.eu/publications/#procurement
https://treasource.eu/publications/#procurement


CARE project
Sanna Teinilä, Project manager, EcoFellows Ltd.
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circularhouseholds.eu

How to Engage  100 Households  

in the CARE project ?

TREASoURcE Final Conference, 14th April 2026 

Sanna Teinilä

Ekokumppanit Oy 



Ekokumppanit is a non-profit 

organization

Strong expertise in 

ǒ working directly with 

residents and local 

communities 

ǒ co-creating practical and 

impactful solutions

Ekokumppanit Oy / EcoFellows Ltd.

Circular economy expertise from Tampere

Image by Laura Vanzo, Visit Tampere



Encouraging households across Europe 

to adopt a more sustainable lifestyles

Local interventions & academic research

to find smart ways to use resources 

wisely in local pilot groups:
ƺ Reducing food waste 
ƺ Sustainable clothing

5 local partners

ǒ Providing advisory services to 

households 

ǒ Implementation of interventions

CARE project  in brief  (2024-2027)
CARE pilot areas:

Tampere , Finland

Asker , Norway

Gothenburg , Sweden

Lääne-Harju , Estonia

Berlin , Germany



CARE  Circular  Households  project

Å Aims  to transform  100 European households  to 

circular  economy .

Å With  practice  theoretical  approach  to help 

households  to learn  new skills  and practises  for 

new impactful  routines

Å Households participate in the project for 

approximately 20 months

www.circularhouseholds.eu



Critical points for household engagement in the CARE 

project

Recruitment

How to get enough 

people to sign the 

consent form?

2

Baseline 

studies

Will households be able to 

complete the initial 

assessments: survey, food 

waste diary or wardrobe 

inventory and interview?

3

Interventions

How can we get households to 

participate in workshops and 

other activities?

4

End-of -studies

How to motivate 

the households to 

complete the final 

assessments?

51
Interest

How to raise 

peopleôs 

awareness and 

interest in the 

CARE project?



How can we get 100 

households (24 in 

Tampere) to participate 

and commit to the 

CARE project for 20 

months?



òHow do you make your first million?ó

òThe easiest way is to start with two million.ó



The number of households engaging the CARE project in 

Tampere

~ 45

Signed

consent 

forms

33                      

Interventions 

(workshops ect.)

34

Baseline

Studies

24

End-of -

studies

>70

Inte-

rested



In order to engage households 

in the project for 20 months, 

it is essential that:

1. Households understand what is 

expected of them.

2. We understand what motivates 

households.



Thank 
you!

circularhouseholds.eu

Sanna Teinilä

Project manager

EcoFellows  Ltd.

sanna.teinila@tampere.fi  

mailto:sanna.teinila@tampere.fi


CircleUp project

Kaushiki Das, Researcher, Earthwatch Europe
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Citizen engagement for 

circular economy 

transitions: 

Lessons from CircleUp

Presenter: Kaushiki Das



Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions Slide 2

Circular economy transitions require 
behaviour change, not only technology

Åhousehold consumption drives major 
material flows

Åawareness alone does not produce 
sustained change

Åcitizens need feedback, incentives and 
practical pathways

The core vision



Slide 9

CircleUp: The Implementation
4 pilot sites across Europe

Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions

Bergen, 

Norway

Bottrop, 

Germany

Wantage, 

UK

Rural Latvia



Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions Slide 7

CircleUp: The data driven ecosystem 
A comprensive intervention package for 100 households 



Slide 7

The Stakeholder Engagement Model

Engagement generates evidence for action

Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions

Å100 households across 4 pilots
Åsmart bin, diary and survey data
Åcommitment to improve circular 

practices

Årepair cafés, refill stations, 
libraries of things
Åworkshops and peer learning

ÅNGOs, municipalities, EU 
networks
Åopen tools and policy 

insights

Households (core actors) Community engagement Scaling ecosystem



Slide 7

The Stakeholder Engagement Model

Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions

Trust - based recruitment Behaviour change tools Personalised advisory support

Å~4000 doors knocked

Å~300 surveys completed

Å~200 interested in CircleUp

Åreal - time feedback from 
smart bins

Åpeer comparison motivates 
change

Ånudges, gamification, 
incentives

ÅWhat it is:  Households 
receive tailored guidance on 
how to reduce waste and 
adopt circular practices.

ÅWhy it works:  Bridges gap 
between awareness and 
action.



Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions Slide 10

Phase 1

Phase 2: Test Group Pilots 
and Evaluation

Phase 3: Intervention

Phase 4: Evaluation

CircleUp: The Implementation
Timeline

Phase 1: Recruitment and
Training

ÅHousehold Selection
ÅAdvisor training

ÅSmall - scale 
testing

ÅThe first full - scale intervention. 
ÅIntervention done in two phases
ÅEasy Changes Ÿ Innovative 

Approaches
ÅBaseline Comparison
ÅQualitative Feedback

ÅData Analysis
ÅPolicy and 

Scaling



Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions Slide 12

CircleUp: The Implementation
We partnered with the local community action group in 
wantage, Sustainable Wantage to understand residents waste 
management patterns and habits

The Mix is a community sustainability hub
run by Sustainable Wantage . It functions
as a local space designed to reduce
waste, support community sharing, and
promote sustainable living practices
through practical services that residents
can access regularly .
Facilities and Services at The Mix
ÅRepair café
ÅCommunity Fridge
ÅRefill Station
ÅLibrary of Things



Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions Slide 13

CircleUp: Results
The Awareness - Usage 
Gap



CircleUp: Results

Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions Slide 14

The convenience barrier

Longer opening 
hours

Physical Access and 
Location

The "Linear Ease" Competition



Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions Slide 15

CircleUp: Results
Reasons for usage: environmental concern 

Environmental concern was
cited as the primary reason for
participation, far outweighing
financial incentives



Exploring the role of citizens in data - driven circular economy transitions Slide 16

Phase 1

Phase 2: Test Group Pilots 
and Evaluation

Phase 3: Intervention

Phase 4: Evaluation

CircleUp: The Implementation
Timeline

Phase 1: Recruitment and
Training

ÅHousehold Selection
ÅAdvisor Training

ÅSmall - scale 
testing

ÅThe first full - scale intervention. 
ÅIntervention done in two phases
ÅEasy Changes Ÿ Innovative 

Approaches
ÅBaseline Comparison
ÅQualitative Feedback

ÅData Analysis
ÅPolicy and 

Scaling

w here the project 
currently is



Thank You 
Kaushiki Das
Kdas@earthwatch.org.uk

Follow us on 



Roundtable discussion
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Panelists

Kaushiki Das
Researcher

EarthWatch Europe

Tugce Tugran
Thematic Area Lead

ACR+

Jelizaveta

Krenjova -

Cepilova
Project Manager

TalTech

Sanna Teinilä
Project Manager

Ecofellows Ltd.

Jan Bakke
Project Manager

County of Østfold



Enabling conditions for circular 
economy (10:55 -11:40)
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TREASoURcE ïEnabling conditions for circular economy

Bioeconomy ïPlastics ïBattery reuse

64

Digital tools and data

ÅTraceability, safety and impact data

ÅDigital tools enabling replication across 
regions

ÅMarketplaces linking supply and demand

Policy and governance

ÅTerritorial demos showing practical 
pathways

ÅAlignment with EU regulations and 
standards

ÅClear rules support safe circular flows

Market and finance

ÅDe-risking for pilots and industrial scale-
up

ÅStable demand through procurement and 
incentives

ÅReplicable market models for different 
regions, local models

ÅUsing incentives to speed adoption of 

preðeconomy-of-scale technologies

Infrastructure, skills and 
collaboration

ÅFunctional collection, sorting and 
processing systems

ÅSkills, training and knowledge exchange

ÅPublic-private cooperation, rural-urban 
and industrial symbiosis, and shared data



Enabling conditions for circular economy

Hanne Hagedorn 

Climate, Resources & Resilience

Prognos
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CCRI Policy 
recommendations in 
view of the Circular 
Economy Act (2026)

TREASoURcE Final conference

Hanne Hagedorn
Project manager at Prognos , Unit Climate, Resources & Resilience

14/04/2026 Brussels



CCRI R&I Gaps and Policy Report (8th edition)

Unlocking the circular economy in European 
cities and regions: 

Prioritised policy recommendations for the EU 
Circular Economy Act

ƥWhich parts of the regulatory frameworks need 
to be changed how?

ƥHow could measures potentially be introduced?

ƥHow could they be financed?

https://circular -cities -and-
regions.ec.europa.eu/support -
materials/ccri -documents/ccri -ri-gaps-and-
policy -report -8th -edition -prioritised -policy

https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/support-materials/ccri-documents/ccri-ri-gaps-and-policy-report-8th-edition-prioritised-policy
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/support-materials/ccri-documents/ccri-ri-gaps-and-policy-report-8th-edition-prioritised-policy
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What enables circular solutions to grow?
Policy recommendations in view of the Circular Economy Act (2026)

Source: CCRI 8 th R&I Gaps and Policy Report, March 2026

Scaling circularity through regional and transnational cooperation

Leveraging public procurement to drive circular markets

Transforming EPR to incentivise circular design and waste prevention

Reforming end -of -waste and the waste hierarchy to enable circular material use 

Boosting demand for secondary raw materials through market incentives 

Boosting collection and material recovery of electrical and electronic waste (WEEE)



For every pilot solution:
ÅKey facts and figures - baseline data and achieved impacts
ÅProgress through the CCRI Methodology
ÅStakeholders and governance models involved
ÅResults, impacts, and success stories
ÅChallenges and enablers, based on on -the-ground experience
ÅActionable lessons and tips for replication





Enabling conditions for circular economy

Iida Miettinen

Circular Economy Project Associate

Climate Leadership Coalition 

&

Chair of the Circular Economy Green Deal Advisory Group

Finnish Ministry of Environment
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Circular Economy 
Coalition

ÅWe bring together companies, researchers and 
decision-makers

ÅWe build markets for circular materials and 
solutions

ÅWe influence EU and national policy

ÅWe remove bottlenecks to scale circularity
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Circular economy  - from resource efficiency 
to systemic change

Sharing, 
reuse, 

product as service

Extending product life 
& value retention

Material circulation 
and high-quality 

recycling

Circular economy in 
design and 

procurement

Circular economy spans the full lifecycle of materials and energy flows.

Our current focus is on building high-value material circulation and industrial-scale recycling 
ecosystems, where markets are not yet functioning efficiently and require targeted action to unlock 
scale and demand. 

We also support reuse as a key priority in the hierarchy.
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Finland can scale circular plastics

Complementary recycling technologies

Å Expertise in combining advanced sorting with mechanical 
and chemical recycling enables high-value solutions for all 
plastic types, from high-purity streams to complex, hard-to-
recycle materials.

Pioneering chemical recycling 

Å Major industrial players are scaling capacity through
significantinvestmentsin liquefiedwasteprocessing,targets
to replace fossil feedstockwith renewable materials, and
establishedpyrolysisoperations

Finland already has the full value chain, industrial investments and technological capability needed to scale 
circular plastics from waste to high-value products

Expanding sorting infrastructure

ÅModern facilities are increasingcapacitysignificantlythrough new
industrial sorting plants and mechanicalrecycling units for both
consumerandindustrialwaste.

Technological leadership

ÅStrongexpertise in sorting technologies,mechanicalrecyclingand
pyrolysis-basedchemicalrecyclingenablessolutionsalsofor hard-to-
recycleplastics.

Innovative industrial implementation

ÅConvertersare alreadydeployingcommercialproducts containing
highsharesof recyclesplastics.



15.9.2025
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Harnessing the market economy to support circularity

Circular economy is not limited by 

technology, but by market conditions.

We need to steer the direction  and 

coordinate  implementation to 

become the leader in circularity.

KEY HURDLES

- Markets are not functioning

- Incentives favor linear solutions

- Unequal competitive conditions

FROM SHARED VISION TO 

IMPLEMENTATION

OPPORTUNITY

- Build functioning markets for circular 

materials and solutions

- Align incentives to support recycling and 

reuse.

- Unlock profitability and industrial scale



Key areas for change

1. Enhanced demand is a prerequisite for market development 

2. Strengthened Single Market with harmonisingthe EU rulesespecially 
for End-of-Wastecriteria.

3. Price on municipal waste destined for incineration toaligneconomic 
incentives towards expandingrecycling.

4. Scale-up chemical recycling in complementarity with mechanical recycling by 
ensuring that mass balance rules promote pathways that can target low quality 
waste.

5. Level playing imports
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